
Property Revaluation Effects

The average projected 
county-wide increase of 

29.5%, is creating a 
challenging scenario for 

AWLS and District residents.

Recently, Lucas County 
residents received their new 
projected assessed property 

values.



Lucas County School District 
Millage Rates

This chart should look familiar. 
It shows that AWLS has the 
lowest effective millage rates
in the county.

This usually considered a good 
thing for property owners 
because it means their school 
taxes are lower than neighboring 
communities.



Minimum school funding from taxpayers as required by the state

Additional operational funding as approved by voters: Outside/Voted Millage

20-Mill Floor Mandated by the State Constitution of Ohio

Other Lucas County school districts have 
passed larger or more frequent operational 
levies, giving them a greater ‘cushion’ 
above the 20-mill floor than that of AWLS.



The District is operating on a small margin above the minimum 20-mill floor.

How did we get here?
● AWLS tries to be a responsible steward of taxpayer dollars.

● The District has not received new operational funding from voters since 2013. 
This is a long time - the average District goes to voters approximately every 
2-3 years.

● As a result, the District must operate very efficiently with the funds it receives.

● Lucas County’s 2024 Property Revaluations are projected to significantly raise 
property values in our District…affecting our millage rate.



Minimum school funding from taxpayers as required by the state

Additional operational funding as approved by voters: Outside/Voted Millage

20-Mill Floor Mandated by the State Constitution of Ohio

The next slides take a closer look at what 
the projected property value increases 

could mean for AWLS, our District 
residents and the proposed levy.



The constitution of the state of Ohio guarantees certain protective factors 
for school funding in the event of property value changes. 

● The 20-mill guarantee (or 20-mill floor), requires that school property tax 
rates for current operating expenses cannot fall below 20 mills.

● The general operating tax rate of a school district cannot drop below the 
required 20 mills – no matter how high property values increase.

● Schools are the only local government entity that are guaranteed a millage 
floor.



IMPORTANT NOTE:
For the purposes of this explanation and estimation, the District is using 
Lucas County’s average assessed value increase of 29.5%. 

Unfortunately, we do not have exact numbers to share with you because:

● AWLS resident property owner values may be higher or lower than this average.

● The Auditor’s Office is working through homeowner property review requests. Final 
values will be determined and submitted to the state by October 31.

● The state is expected to certify these values by mid-November/December.

● The following explanation provides an estimation of the potential property tax 
implications for District residents - and includes scenarios for the levy passing, and 
and the levy failing.



20-mill minimum 
required by 

State Constitution

20-mill floor

Additional operational funding approved by AWLS voters

Current District Taxable Value $1,075,663,810

Effective Mills
Inside + Outside Millage

24.34

- Emergency levy (2003) -2.347484

=Effective Rate = 21.992516

21.992516

Current Effective Millage for AWLS



20-mill minimum 
required by 

State Constitution

20-mill floor

Projected New District Taxable Value ~ $1,392,984,634

Projected New Effective Rate ~ 16.982638

20-mill Floor -20.0000

Shortage in Mills ~ -3.017362

Estimated NEW Effective Millage for AWLS: Based on 29.5% Increase

- 3.017362 20-mill floor deficit



Projected New District Taxable Value $1,392,984,634

Projected New Effective Rate ~ 16.982638

New Operational Levy 2.4200000

New Millage Rate if Levy Passes ~ 19.402638

20-mill Floor -20.0000

Shortage in Mills ~ -0.597362

Estimated Effects on the Proposed Operational Levy
Based on 29.5% Increase

IF THE LEVY PASSES

● The District’s effective millage rate will increase to an estimated 19.402638 mills.
● This voted millage will be shared between Class 1 (residential/agricultural) and Class 2 

(commercial/industrial/utility) property owners.

● The remaining 0.597362 mills required by the state will be assessed on Class 1 properties only. 
This portion is permanent.

20-mill 
minimum 

required by 
State 

Constitution

20-mill floor

2.42-mill-levy
~0.56-mill assessment Paid by Class 1 Only

Paid by Class 1 & Class 2



Estimated Effects on the Proposed Operational Levy
Based on 29.5% Increase

● The District’s effective millage rate will drop to an estimated ~16.982638 mills

● The state will assess the remaining estimated ~3.017362 mills required to get back to the 20-mill minimum on 
Class 1 property owners only.

● This will be a permanent increase.

Projected New District Taxable Value ~ $1,392,984,634

Projected New Effective Rate ~ 16.982638

New Operational Levy 2.4200000

20-mill Floor -20.0000

Shortage in Mills ~ -3.017362

IF THE LEVY FAILS

20-mill 
minimum 

required by 
State 

Constitution

20-mill floor

~3.02-mill assessment Paid by Class 1 Only



ABOUT AREIS AND THE LEVY ESTIMATOR

Your new appraised value
is available in the 

Lucas County AREIS system.

The Levy Estimator tool has not been 
updated with the new appraised 

values and does not take into 
consideration the 20-mill floor.

The estimations for the
Operating Levy are not accurate.


